
Economic System 
 Economy of European countries changed due to wealth coming from colonies 
 Gold/silver coming in from Aztec/Incan empires into Spain upset the balance in Europe – more gold meant 

gold lost it’s value 
 Portugal and Spain didn’t develop industries or manufacturing facilities as it could buy it all 
 Other countries:  England, Germany and Netherlands developed these industries and facilities to provide 

the goods for Spain/Portugal and the colonies 
 The more money in circulation , the less it was worth, inflation happened (an increase in prices and a 

decrease in the purchasing power of money) 
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HOW DID THE HISTORY OF THE AZTEC AFFECT THEIR WORLDVIEW? 
 
Long Migration 

 Aztec were one of several Nahuatl-speaking groups who left the desert like country of northern Mexico and 
migrated southward looking for a place to settle  

 Other groups went north (ie. Comanche into US) 
 roughly 200 year led a semi-nomatic life and finally settled in the Valley of Mexico 
 Aztec followed during their migration the orders of their patron god – Huitzilopochtli who spoke to the 

priests 
 Priest would force followers to keep moving upon instruction from Huitzilopochtli, even if it meant leaving 

unharvested crops 
 They believed they were the chose people and the god would lead them to their land and destiny 
 Tenoch was chieftain who lead them to the Valley of Mexico 
 In the Valley city/states of  various other groups were already settled and wouldn’t let Aztec settle as they 

were barbarous and uncultured 
 Other societies were:  Tlaxcalans, Cholulas and Tepanecs – all would have conflicts with Aztecs 

 
Tenochtitlan, The City of Tenoch 

 Finally Aztecs found a swampy island in the middle of the Lake Texcoco 
 Priests had saw a eagle perched on a cactus holding a rattlesnake – sign that had been foretold of the “right” 

place 
 After settled dealt with the other societies they would continue to have conflict with 
 Many Aztec worked as mercenaries and servants for other societies especially the Tepanecs 
 Became skilled hard workers and ferocious warriors, build aqueducts to bring fresh water and connected 

their island to mainland by 3 causeways (provided protection against attack) 
 Use waterways to trade with other societies around the lake 
 City grew, roughly 1,000,000 people in Valley and 150,000 on island (larger than any European city) 
 Once settled into new city, a new culture was built on history of migration, strong religious beliefs and 

what made them strong/able to flourish (ie. hard work, faith, negotiation skills, etc.) 
 

HOW DID THE HISTORY OF THE SPAIN 
AFFECT THEIR WORLDVIEW? 

 
Iberian Peninsula had successive waves of invasion and colonization over the years:   

 romans (Christian),  
 then the Ostrogoths, Franks and Visigoths (also Christian),  
 then the Moors (mostly muslim from North Africa) 

 
History - The Reconquista 

 Muslim rule in Spain lasted more than 700 years - Muslims, Jews, and Christians were all allowed to 
practice their own beliefs. 

 few northern regions in spain resisted the Muslim invaders and remained Christian and over the centuries 
became more powerful and continuously fought to get lands back  

 the Reconquista, was the move to retake the Iberian land under Muslim control  
 during the 1100 and 1200’s the Christian regions were successful at reconquista and now the muslims only 

held one small kingdom 
 in 1492 the last small kingdom was captured by the conquistadors of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, 

the Moorish control of Spain was over 
 the Spanish conquistadors were christians and believed that it was their duty to convert non-believers to 

Roman Catholicism 
 the Spanish conquistadors fought for both religious and nationalistic reasons 
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HOW DID CONTACT WITH THE MOORS 
INFLUENCE SPAIN? 

 
 When the Moors conquered regions of the Iberian Peninsula, they imported their Islamic culture and with it 

there knowledge and ideas.  
 the legacy left by the Muslims influenced Spanish learning, architecture, and design (architectural styles, 

mosaic tiles and carpets) 
 muslim scholars and Jewish scholars, were involved in the revival of the study of ancient Greek and Roman 

culture and philosophy. 
 The legacy included the following: 

 important schools of astronomy, mathematics, and architecture 
 illuminated manuscripts and murals from the 9th and 10th centuries that showed the strong influence 

of the Islamic and Byzantine artistic style known as Mozarabic.   
 great libraries containing books, classical documents (ie. works of Aristotle) all which contributed to 

the idea of humanism 
 beautiful buildings that included enclosed courtyards with fountains and decorative tiles (ie. palaces 

and mosques) 
  
 
Definitions 
 
Conquistador one who conquers; specifically, a leader in the Spanish conquest of America and 

especially of Mexico and Peru in the 16th century  
 
codex: an ancient manuscript in book form 
 
destiny: all that is supposedly predetermined to happen to someone or something in spite of all efforts to 

change or prevent it. 
 
Incarnation: a deity or spirit taking a physical form 
 
Meso-American Societies :  other societies which existed the same time the Aztecs did in the Americas 
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Architecture and Art 
 huge pyramid-shaped temples to honour the gods 
 beautiful murals, large sculptures, and monuments of both humans and animals, mainly with religious 

motifs 
 the art of fine jewellery making, ceramic pottery, mosaic, metalworking, and featherworks 

 

HOW DID THE AZTEC EMPERORS BECOME 
THE MOST POWERFUL RULERS IN THE 

VALLEY OF MEXICO? 
 

 While the Spanish were struggling to unify their kingdoms, the Aztec were establishing an empire.  
 when Spanish arrived in the early 1500s, the Aztec controlled most territories left in Meso- America  

 
The Aztec Rise to Power 

 Aztec emperors increased their power by creating alliances with other powerful rulers, often through 
arranged marriages that were direct descendants of the Toltec 

 the Aztec gained power and respect in the Valley, they formed a Triple Alliance of the city-states of 
Texcoco, Tlacopan, and Tenochtitlan to fight the rival Tepanec.  

 most of the region from the Pacific to the Gulf of Mexico was under the control of the Alliance  
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 allowed nobles to participate in parliamentary proceedings, but not vote 
 reorganized important financial and judicial institutions 
 centralized the powers of the government under a Council of State, Finance, and Justice 
 for loss of power, the aristocrats were granted huge tracts of land and exempted them from paying taxes 
 Ferdinand and Isabella gained support of the merchants and townspeople by helping them financially and 

with their business and protection - merchants taxes increased to make up the shortfall 
 
Control of the Church 

 In 1486, Pope Innocent VIII gave Ferdinand and Isabella the right to choose whomever they wanted to fill 
Church positions 

 the Roman Catholic Church gave up this power and in return, Ferdinand and Isabella agreed to set up the 
Spanish Inquisition 

 
The Spanish Begin to Build an Empire 

 the changes Ferdinand and Isabella made gave them greater authority and better resources to begin a policy 
of exploration and discovery 

 in 1492, Columbus convinced the monarchs to support him in his explorations 
 this decision led to Spain becoming the most powerful and wealthy country in Europe in the 16th century 
 by the middle of the 1500s, Spain controlled large areas of the Caribbean, the Americas, and parts of Asia 

and Africa. 
 

What Aspects of Worldviews Are Reflected in Creation Stories? 
 

  societies have creation or origin stories that explain the creation of the world and human beings often 
provide a way of understanding the religious and spiritual beliefs and customs of a specific society 

 these  stories were originally told through oral traditions of storytelling and often seen in art and sculpture 
 Aztec believed the gods had created and destroyed the world four times.  
 Aztec believed they were living in this fifth world, known as the fifth sun, and that it was their duty to keep 

the sun alive to prevent the destruction of the Earth and its people. 
 

 studying the traditional stories of Aztec, we can learn about their beliefs and gain understanding of the 
reasons for their behaviour 

 Aztec stories reinforce their beliefs that there must be some form of sacrifice in order for the sun to shine 
and the world to exist and remain in balance 

 this belief was an important part of their worldview and led them to perform human sacrifices 
 believed the blood of humans was the most precious offering they could give to their gods 
 Aztec considered warriors who were sacrificed to the gods to be great heroes 
 Captured enemies would all be sacrificed 
 Gods and humans worked together to maintain the balance of the universe of the fifth sun 

 

How Did the Aztec and the Spanish Ways of  
Life Reflect Their Worldviews? 

 
 Aztec society was highly structured 
 based on agriculture and trade 
 guided by a religion that was part of every aspect of life 
 cities were dominated by giant stone pyramids topped by temples where human sacrifices provided the 

gods with the human blood that the priests and people believed kept their world in balance 
 hierarchical system divided into three social classes: upper, middle, and lower: 

o The pipiltin, the upper class, were the ruling class made up of nobles, high-ranking warriors, and 
high-ranking priests. 
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Roles of Men and Women 
 men and women had different roles 
 women were expected to care for the household and family, and could be an artisans, run a business, and 

control their own property  
 women had legal protections, along with a high degree of freedom.  
 men did all other physical work and were forced to join the army when soldiers  
 men held positions of power 
 children  work beside their parents age five 
 girls married around the mid-teens; boys married in their late teens or early twenties 

 
Education 

 education was free for all girls and boys 
 taught religious rituals and structured classes of singing, dancing, and music 
 rhetoric and the ability to memorize long poems, stories, songs, and histories was important 
 separate school systems for children of nobles and those of the middle class and lower classes 
 schooling began in the early teens, and students attended classes until they married. 

 
 schools for commoners  
 boys and girls were taught separately 
 children would learn a craft  
 boys were taught occupational skills, history, religious practices, and the characteristics of good citizenship, 

warrior 
 

 school for nobility lived at their schools 
 training to be warriors 
 trained for the high offices they would hold as adults 
 taught rhetoric, music, history, and traditions, how to govern and advance within the imperial bureaucracy, 

and how to live wisely 
 emphasized self control, humility, and unselfishness, highly valued qualities 
 girls taught how to manage the households of their future spouses, spin and weave, morality, religion, 

history, and tradition. 
 

How Did the Spanish Social Systems Reflect 
the Spanish Worldview? 

 
 Spanish society, the feudal system remained in place  
 1486 and was then replaced with a seigneurial system of landholding  

 lands given to the nobles by the monarchy were operated as self-sufficient estates 
 Peasants were given sections of land by the lord of an estate to cultivate in return for 

money, goods, or services 
 right to cultivate the land could be handed down from peasant father to peasant son 
 lord of the estate did not have the right to withdraw the property or to increase the taxes 

 
Nobility 

 nobles were powerful, ruled their estates  
 huge tracts of land were still in the hands of a small percentage of the population and given to eldest son 
 other sons either became clergy or conquistador 
 judged people by social position rather than by achievement through hard work, manual labour was 

frowned upon.  
 

 highest class of nobility — the dukes, marquis, and counts 
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Priests 
 Roman Catholic priests were the religious leaders in local parishes, Franciscans, Jesuits, or the Dominicans 
 better educated and came from wealthier families 
 religious orders operated many basic schools for commoners 
 parish priests often look for other work to support themselves 
 upper clergy had great status and rank, similar to that of the nobility 

 
Roles of Men and Women 

 women were expected to marry well and take care of the household 
 divorce was forbidden by the Church 
 some women became fine writers and artisans 
 peasant women would cultivate the land 
 no women could hold government positions or be involved in business 

 
Education 

 Spain under Moorish control far more tolerant of different religions 
 Jews and Muslims in Spain providing an active merchant class and educated elite 
 Spanish scholars began to focus on religious studies rather than humanist pursuits 
 Roman Catholic Church offered schooling at the elementary level for most children and taught work-

related skills (farming and carpentry) or (household skills – cooking/sewing) 
 guilds provided training in specific crafts and trades 
 noble boys were mostly tutored at home and went to university 
 noble girls attended schools of the royal court or private lessons in their homes (taught art, music, and 

poetry) 
 

How Did the Political and Economic Systems 
Reflect the Aztec Worldview? 

 
Aztec Political System 

 The Aztec emperor, the huey tlatoani, was elected by a Council of Wise Men made up warriors and priests 
 head of the government and the highest priest in the land 
 decision of sentencing a criminal was his 
 position of huey tlatoani was not hereditary, had to prove to the Council that he had the skills to be a good 

leader 
 

Altepetl 
 each person of the Aztec belonged to an altepetl, made up of a grouping of related calpulli (clans) 
 similar to an Italian city-state or a domain in Japan  
 practised its own customs and beliefs and prayed to its own patron god 
 had its own origin stories and recorded history 

 
Role of Priests in the Government 

 priests that held high positions were nobility 
 decided which days were lucky to go to war or to hold sacrificial ceremonies 
 lowly priests were responsible for providing music and directing religious ceremonies 

 
Aztec Economy 

Tribute 
 based primarily on agriculture 



 payment of tribute to the Aztec emperor - support the cities and paid to by conquered societies 
 territory located on the borders of the empire was required to protect outlying areas of the empire; this 

military service would be considered part of its tribute 
 tribute could be in the form of food, cacao beans, natural resources such as lumber, special crops such 

as cotton, or beautiful luxury items such as featherwork and precious metals. Huge amounts of food,  
clothing 

 movement of different kinds of products throughout the empire encouraged the development of new 
businesses and improved the economy 

 no coins were used, but cacao beans were often used to purchase products 
 marketplace where goods and services could be traded or bartered was another important part of the 

economy 
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 some records show that at times, thousands of warriors were sacrificed in a single day. 
 
Medicine Bundles 

 among the sacred objects of the Aztec were bundles containing items used in their rituals and ceremonies 
 bundles contained objects such as blessed corn, feathers, rubber, and precious stones 
 each object referred to an important sacred episode or event 
 bundles were carefully guarded, treated with the utmost respect and ritual, and were carried safely with the 

people whenever they had to migrate 
  



Medicine 
 ideas about illness and medicine were a blend of religion, magic, and medicine:  

o • religion — Certain gods were thought to either send illnesses or heal them.  
o • magic — Certain illnesses were thought to be the result of black magic by some sorcerer 
o • medicine — great deal of knowledge of the healing properties of plants and minerals 

 
Books and Codices 

 created hundreds of manuscripts, called codices, they had no alphabet 
 used a form of picture-writing that included pictographs, ideographs, number symbols, and calendar 

symbols to record information+ 
 scribes and priests recorded poetry, history, moral lessons, rituals, tribute lists, governmental records, and 

business records 
 elite were taught to read these books or codices (often written on deerskin, cloth, or ornate paper made 

from the fibres of the inner bark of fig trees) 
 
Sculpture 

 sculpture was religious in nature 
 shared a worldview with other Meso- American cultures that divided the universe into three general levels: 

o humans lived on the middle level, Earth 
o levels above and below the ground - statues were often placed below ground level in recognition 

of the underworld 
 
Architecture 

 largest and grandest buildings in any city were the temples 
 developed distinct architectural design  - the stepped pyramid form  
 front of the temple looked west  
 sun, during equinox, rose between the two shrines 
 the sacrificial stone, on which humans were sacrificed, was at the entrance to Huitzilopochtli’s shrine. 

 
Featherwork and Luxury Items 

 Aztec prized feathers more than gold - feathers were rare, delicate, and brilliantly coloured 
 most prized works were of ceremonial costumes, headdresses, and warrior shields 
 luxury items such as jewels and ornaments had no religious importance but were created simply to satisfy 

the desires of the wealthy 
 
The Importance of Time to the Aztec 

 every aspect of Aztec life was coordinated by two calendars 
 had a 365-day solar yearly calendar 
 they had a main calendar and a second calendar was a ritual calendar based on a 260-day cycle 
 each month was named for a god and incorporated a religious festival dedicated to that god 
 this was a solar calendar, the festivals closely followed the seasons 
 each day was associated with a specific fate that was good, bad, or indifferent - the day on which they were 

born would affect their destiny 

How Did the Culture of the Spanish  
Reflect Their Worldview? 

 
 culture of much of Spain was influenced by Moorish rule 
 Spain was one of the most cultured and literate societies in western Europe 
 Christian, Jewish, and Muslim scholars had all contributed 
 after the Reconquista ended in 1492, when Jews and Muslims were driven from Spain, the culture of Spain 

changed. 



 
Religious Beliefs and Practice 

 all Spaniards were Roman Catholics, sharing a religious worldview of one God, who was always present in 
their lives, and of an afterlife in either heaven or hell 

 believed that their place in the afterlife depended on whether they had followed religious teachings of the 
Roman Catholic Church 

 Cathedrals, the grandest buildings in any city, were built as places of worship to honour God 
 After the Reconquista, Roman Catholicism became the only religious faith you could practice 
 Spanish RC often focused on the suffering of Jesus Christ - admired both courage and the willingness of 

individuals to withstand suffering and sacrifice in support of their principles 
 
Literature 

 Latin was the language used by scholars/clergy 
 each kingdom had its own vernacular 
 Castilian (also known as Spanish) became the language of choice - having one language helped unify the 

country, developing a common sense of citizenship and nationalism. 
 
Architecture and Sculpture 

 architecture was greatly influenced by the Islamic Moors 
 beautiful mosaic decorations and inside courtyards modelled after Muslim buildings 

 
Painting 

 artists absorbed influences from different cultures, traditions, and religions, but still developed their own 
artistic styles 

 the most impressive Spanish art was beautiful murals and frescoes, most often found on the walls of 
churches 

 
The Spanish Measurement of Time 

 until the year 1582, Europeans followed the Julian calendar that was introduced by Julius Caesar in 46 BCE 
- year equalled 365 1/4 days including adding an extra day to February every four year 

 calendar was first adopted, the solstices and equinoxes occurred on the 25th day of the month 
 
Gregorian Calendar 

 In 1582, Pope change the dates of the calendar and called the Gregorian calendar 
 regulated the ceremonial cycle of the Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches and, in Europe, became the 

standard calendar for everyday use and is still used today 
 

How Did Conflicting Worldviews Lead to the Spanish Conquest of 
the Aztec Civilization? 

 
 by 1500s, Spain was had established posts in the Caribbean islands  
 exploring the coast of the Yucatan Peninsula (Mexico).  
 Aztec Empire had reached great heights of wealth and luxury 
 Aztec knew nothing of other civilizations across the seas, but they had receive reports of strange men in 

large boats  
 

How Did the Ambitions of the Aztec and the  
Spanish Lead to Conflict? 

 
The Spanish Empire 



 Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand, were expanding Spain’s influence and prestige by  
o establishing a large empire 
o building national unity 
o increasing its colonies and gaining wealth from any new lands  
o converting non-Christians to Roman Catholicism 

 Spain’s explorer (Cortes) found a rich, complex civilization never before seen,  
 Spain believed that it was theirs to take - it was their right (imperialism) 

 
The Aztec Empire 

 Same time, Aztec had conquered most of Meso-America and created a unified civilization 
 established military outposts along their borders  
 built powerful civilization and continued to  

o expand the empire for the glory of their god Huitzilopochtli  
o receive payments of generous tribute and taxes 
o profit from trade and marketing 
o take captives to be sacrificed to their gods 

 Aztec saw Europeans for the first time when Cortés and his conquistadors landed on the coast of the empire 
in 1519  

 Aztec lack of awareness of a different worldview (European worldview) led to tragic consequences 
 

What Was the Aztec Understanding of the  
Spanish Before Their Arrival? 

 
 Moctezuma became king in 1502, roughly the same time Europeans were arriving 
 Spanish had established ports in the Caribbean and heard rumours from the inhabitants of the islands about 

a wealthy civilization that lived on the mainland 
 Aztec heard rumours from the islanders about the Spanish and their ships (they had light skin, long beards, 

and hair that came only to their ears - descriptions reminded the Aztec of stories of the god Quetzalcoatl) 
 Aztec worldview included a belief in the powers of the gods and supernatural signs 
 these omens received by the priests and a belief that the god Quetzalcoatl was returning confused 

Moctezuma and his advisors in how to deal with the Spanish 
 
Omens and Gods 

 Aztec worldview affected the way they interpreted natural events, dreams, and unusual happenings 
 feared the world would come to an end if its balance was lost and looked for omens or signs 
 beliefs about omens and the gods influenced the decisions and behaviours 
 Aztec legends told how a god told the people when to expect him – same year as Cortés  and the Spanish 

arrived 
 Aztec noted a series of strange and inexplicable omens the previous 10 years forecasting a great calamity 
 arrival of Cortés, coincided with the heightened fears of Moctezuma and his people about the future of their 

world 
 
 

How Did the Spanish Conquer the Aztec? 
 
The Aztec Meet the Spanish 

 Moctezuma heard Spanish had landed 
 sent emissaries with gifts of jewels and fine featherworks for the Spanish leader  
 hoped giving gifts to Cortés would make him leave 
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