CHAPTER 8 – KEY TERMS
Worldview – how does it shape:  
Culture, Social Systems & Political & Economic Systems

Aztec Social Systems

Hierarchy
Pipiltin – Aztec Nobility

Macehualtin – Middle Class

Mayeques – Peasants

Tlacotin - Slaves

Warriors

Priests

Artisans

Roles of Men and Women – Aztec vs. Spanish

Education – Aztec vs. Spanish

Spanish Social Systems

Spanish Nobility

Spanish feelings about manual labour…

Spanish commoners (peasants)

Merchant class

Aztec Political & Economic System

Moctezuma II – Emperor – (Huey Tlatoani)

· how did the emperor come into power?

Tribute paid to emperor by conquered societies
Barter system

Aztec Farming – Chinampas

Cottage Industry – Work is done in the home

Spanish Political & Economic System

King & Queen of Spain

how did Spanish royalty come into power?

The Cortes – Spanish Parliament

Role of the Catholic Church in government

Primary economic activities – wool & agriculture

-Land divided among nobles – nobles hated farming (and hard work)

-Land remained uncultivated or used for Sheep Grazing

-Nobles regarded farming and running businesses as jobs for the lower classes.

Owning land was cool – Farming was not

Gold and Silver came back to Spain – caused inflation

Aztec Culture
Believed they were center of the universe – no knowledge of Eurasia

Importance of Religion

Many Gods – Huitzilopochtli 

Live a “Balanced” Life

Human Sacrifice – what for?

Codex

Oral Tradition – stories, dance, song, poetry

Architecture

Temples


-stepped pyramids


-two temples at top


-sacrifices took place outside the temples.

Time


-two calendars – solar/ritual


-Aztec were named based on their birth date.

Spanish Culture
One God – Roman Catholics

The Importance of Religion


-getting into heaven


-admired those who suffered or made sacrifices for what they believed

One Language unified the country

Troubadours

Lyrical Poetry

Architecture influenced by Moors

Mosques and Churches (Cathedrals)

